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“Musulmani Bengali is used by Mahomedans living
in remote corners of Bengal, espccially East Bengal.
Education has not made much progress among them;
they still believe in those strange events and wild
stories which furnish matter for nursery tales ; and
writers among them show a license of imagination
which is scarcely to be found among their more edu-
cated countrymen.” (RBL, 1890, p. 5.).
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*“The cow-protection movement, which has pro-
duced so much stir and excitement in other provinces
of India, was not received with much enthusiasm by
the Hindus of Bengal, as would appear from the
complete absence of any work by Hindu writers on
the subject. The only two works received are written
by Muhammadans. Mir Musharuf Hossein in his
Gojivan advocated on broad principles of humanity
the protection of such a useful animal as the cow is



¢ad PRI IRAT

O Pt PN PN PN TN P Pl PR PN PN P PR Pl PN P P N N Rl PN PN PR 1) PN e

in India, while Naimuddin in his Gokanda quotes
from the Koran and the Hadis, and proves
that beef is lawful meat for Musalmans. The
controversy between these two persons and their

followers was carried on with some acrimony.”
(RBL-1889, p. 6)
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“...Udasin Pathiker Maner katha and Bishad
Sindhu, Part TII, are written in Mir Mosharruf
Hosin’s usual bold and attractive style. Bishad
Sindhu, Part I1l1. brings the novel on the early stru-
ggles of the Saracens to an end. The account given
in 1t differs greatly from that given by authentic
history ; but the Bengal Musalmans have moulded
the early history of Islam in their own peculiar way
by mixing much that is mythological and miraculous
with it. The last scene describes Yezid as entering
into a well where he now burns in perpetual hell-
fire.

“Udasin Pathiker ManeYkatha gives the causes of
the Indigo Riots, describes the efforts of Government
to suppress them by gentle and conciliatory means,
and the effects on the native population produced by
the durbar held by Sir Peter Grant at Pabna. The
raiyats, who lived in constant dread of the planters,
felt for the first time the majesty and grandeur of
the British Raj, before which the planters sank into
insignificance. The effects of the durbar, together
with the establishment of a number of inferior courts
of first instance, completely removed the causes that
led to the riots.”” (RBL, 1891, p. 5).
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“There are two Muhammadan writers who stand
pre-eminent for their works in standard Bengali.
One is Maulavi Naimuddin, whose translation of the
Koran Sharif has made much progress. The other is
Mir Masaraf Hussain, who, though he has very
strong sympathy for the Hindus, is still a staunch
Muhammadan. His recent work, the Maulud-Sharif,
shows what a deep reverence he has for his ancestral
religion.” (RBL, 1894, p. 6.).
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